THE  FOUR  GEORGES
may make upon me, God only knows the sacrifice it
will be to make whenever I shall think it my duty to
become a married man. It is now seven and twenty
years since Madame St. Laurent and I have lived
together/51
The Duke of Clarence lived in Bushey Park, of which he
was Ranger, with Dorothea Jordan, a popular actress of
the day. He allowed her £1,000 a year, but when his
father remonstrated with him for his extravagance he
suggested reducing the amount to £500. Mrs. Jordan
sent him by way of reply the bottom of a playbill on
which was printed, "No money returned after the rising
of the curtain."2 The marital experiences of the Duke of
Sussex have already been related. In many ways he was
the most attractive of the Royal brothers, and showed
some interest in literature and art. The most unpopular
was the Duke of Cumberland; his appearance was un-
attractive because he lost an eye in the Low Countries,
and he was a fervent anti-democrat. He was certainly
not as bad as he was often painted, and at one time was
reported "going to church regularly and has left off
swearing".3 Cumberland eventually became King of
Hanover when that country was separated from Great
Britain on the accession of Queen Victoria.
In politics, the giants of the previous two or three
decades had given place to men of smaller stature, with
the notable exception of Canning and Castlereagh.
Although from 1808 to 1814 the Peninsular War was being
fought, there was no sort of political truce at home. The
national movement which had arisen at the threat of
1	Quoted by Leslie, S.: George tbe Fourth, p. 129.
2	cf. MacDonagh, M.: Tbe English King, p. 132.
z He had a liaison with a Lady Graves at one time, and was caricatured as a
"violator of graves".
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